
I wonder what

my old friend 

Dr. John Henry

“Doc” Holliday

would think if he

lived in Arizona

today. It’s been

130 years since that famous

showdown in Tombstone, one of

the west’s most wildest towns. 

For starters, Doc would think

it was perfectly natural to carry a

concealed weapon with no need

for a special permit.

“Holliday was the most skillful

gambler,” said Tombstone sheriff

Wyatt Earp, “and the nerviest,

fastest, deadliest man with a six-

gun I ever saw.”

I wonder if Joe Arpiao might

say that if the “gentleman killer”

were a Maricopa citizen today.

Quick chronology: In 1863,

the Territory of Arizona was

incorporated in the United

States. From 1867 to 1877,

Tucson was the capital of the

Territory, with rail service east

across the Continental Divide

and west to California Gold. The

Arizona Territory was wild and

untamed, the new frontier was

dangerous and there was little

law and order. Tombstone, was

founded in 1879 as a silver

mining town, and the City of

Phoenix was incorporated in

1881 “where the Salt and Gila

converge”. On February 14, 1912,

Arizona was admitted to the

Union as the 48th state.

Doc would likely be unhappy if

he couldn’t find a brothel. He

died of syphilis, poor fella.

Interestingly, professional

gamblers were held in only

slightly higher esteem than

madames and their girls, and all

were highly respectable careers

less than 100 years ago.

If Doc were around today, he’d

be flabbergasted that he couldn’t

“set up shop” in any of the hotels

or bars in town and bank his

favorite game, Faro. 

Faro was a game similar to

modern day baccarat or roulette.

Although not a direct relative of

poker, faro was played alongside

poker as a popular counterpart

much like blackjack is today. It

was easy to learn, was quick 

with fast action and, when

played honestly, the odds for a

player were the best of all

gambling games with the house

or banking player having only

the slightest advantage.

Playing Faro for money in

Phoenix is a misdemeanor. Faro,

like poker, is called out by name

in the city codes. Faro, unlike

poker, is a chance gamble much

NOTICE! regular monthly General meetings are now held on the SECOND TO LAST TUESDAY of each month at 6pm. All
members are invited and encouraged to attend. I know, can it be any more confusing? But after three meetings, we realized that
this odd timing works best for this bathroom reader to be published on or before the 1st of each month.

Correction: Previous editions of The
Royal Flush may have incorrectly stated
that 2011 was Arizona’s centennial.
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Nightly Club Meetings 7pm
◆ Live Poker & Tournaments

7:30 pm Nightly 
◆ Saturdays & Sundays 

4 pm No Rebuy Tournament
◆ Saturdays at 12 Noon
and Mondays at 7:30pm

Omaha tournaments!

258
The number 

of TTJ members 
as of Feb 1.

162
The number 

of TTJ members 
from Phoenix.

34&18
The number 

of TTJ members 
from Glendale

and Peoria
respectively.

Arizona Poker Legacy
or WWDD? - What Would Doc Do?

Playing Faro in an Arizona Saloon in 1895.
You can try faro online today by going to
www.gleeson.us/faro/ (Flash required).
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AV’s Poker 101

Play aggressively from
early position with the
big pairs but realize that
they don’t hold up as
often. AA will only hold
up about 35 percent of
the time with a table full
of calling stations.

Don’t slow play or try 
to get fancy. Bet the
best hand if you have it.
The straight-forward
approach is usually the
best as there are plenty
of players who will call
you. Why give them a
free card if you don’t
have to? Always make
them pay.

Don’t bluff. If you are in
the game with even
one calling station, you
shouldn’t try to bluff.
You will be called by
some player who wants
to “keep you honest.”

Play more connectors in
late position. In a game
with many players in the
pot your drawing hands
go up in value. You will
be getting correct odds
to see the flop with
these hands and when
you do hit, you will be
rewarded with a nice,
healthy pot.

Swimming With The Guppies
Because poker is a

a game of skill, in the

long run, good players will beat

the endless supply of new,

clueless players; however with so

many new players coming into

the game we all suffer more bad

beats than one would expect if

seated at a table of

intermediate and

advanced players. 

Gambling is gambling, we

understand that. Making a

wrong move or a bad play is one

thing, but the luckbox that

shoves a third time in a row only

to flip over the monster 8c3d

that turns a full house and

miraculously rivers quads?

That’s not poker. And this often

frustrates many good players. 

Because of the increasing

popularity of poker, there are a

lot of new players. Heck, I’ve

even seen veteran players slip

into a coma and play like

donkeys once in a while.

In the past few months, I have

had numerous conversations

with players who are accustomed

to winning, but lately find

themselves getting clobbered by

the new players – especially in

lower limit games. Some are

angry that the damn new players

don’t know how to play the game

– resulting in heated arguments

with the newbie players. That

can be pretty intimidating for a

first time player just venturing

outside of their poker comfort

zone: their garage or basement

home games. Others blame the

luck factor and can shrug it off,

like true veterans always do. The

old timers have seen everything

on the felt dozens of times and

they can just shake hands and

walk away without saying a

word. One thing everyone asks

about is “what strategies can be

used to survive the chaos of

playing with a table full of fish?”

I have witnessed this at the

tables where I play. I saw an

argument break out that I

thought was going to turn into a

physical altercation. A player

with pocket aces flopped a set

and lost to a straight by a player

who cold called a raise with 2-5

off suit. The “veteran” player

started screaming obscenities at

the new player who started

yelling back that he had the

right to play whatever cards he

wanted to. The dealer finally got

the players settled down but the

player who suffered the bad beat

continued making snide

remarks about the new player. A

few minutes later the new

player, who had been donating

money to the table, got up and

left the game. This is exactly

what you don’t want see happen!

Please don’t feed the fish!

Bad players are overall losers.

You don’t want to educate them

at the table and you definitely

don’t want to chase them away.

There is a wealth of books,

software and other

information available to a

player who wants to learn to

play poker properly. If a new

player wants to earn his

education by playing you in a

live game, you should make sure

that he or she “pays” for their

education by taking the money

they will lose by chasing down

their hopeless hands. Why

would you want to give a player

any “free advice”? So that they

can use it to maybe beat you in

the future? That’s stupid!

When a player gets lucky and

wins a big pot you should tell

them “nice hand” and encourage

them to continue to play that way.

Sure it hurts when you are on

the receiving end of a bad beat,

but a good player knows how to

control their emotions and not

let it affect future hands. Avoid

making any derogatory remarks

aimed at the new player. If you

are really upset, stand up and

walk away until you are able to

calm down. When you get angry

you are one step closer to going

on tilt, which can be devastating

for you and your bankroll.

Adjust your strategy when

you are playing in a game filled

with new players. Actually it

doesn’t matter if they are new

players or not. You need to

adjust your play based on the

players in the game at any

moment in time. If you are in a

game with a lot of aggressive

players you will want to tighten

up from early position. If you

are in a passive game with a lot

of loose players you will want to

play a few more hands. In a

game with a lot of callers you

will win fewer pots but you will

win more money in the

pots that you do take

down. It is up to you to

learn how to adjust your strategy

to play and win against newer

players, but my tips in the left

sidebar should help! 

— Submitted by AV

Be thankful for the bad players.
Don’t complain about them.
Encourage them and make them
feel wanted. The rewards are
immense. They will thank you by
leaving some of their money
behind for you to take home If you
learn how to play against them.

22
There are more
members of this
age than any

other at TTJ (15).
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like a slot machine. 

Doc would find that every city

has different codes that may or

may not attempt to quantify

poker and other games of skill as

illegal gambling. Doc, like us,

would no doubt find this to be a

serious infringement on our

personal freedom and ability to

make a valid living. 

Doc would be really surprised

to learn that hundreds of racially

“privileged”, separated and

segregated Indian tribes now

control all manner of lucky-

chance gambling schemes with a

second set of laws devoted to an

entirely different country inside

American borders!

What would Doc do? He

would study the situation and

get up to speed. He would align

himself with key members of

city and state legislators, perhaps

become, or better yet, hire, a

lobbyist to help bend their ears.

He would hire a team to outline

a proposal that is a winning

situation for everyone and every

group involved in what he might

call “The war on poker”, and

Doc would believe he held the

moral high ground.

Doc would see that tourism is

already a major draw for visitors

to Arizona. Especially in the

winter months, and in particular

February. We are a year-round

state: Sedona, the Grand Canyon,

Tucson, Tubac, and Tombstone,

Doc’s old stomping grounds. In

the middle of it all sits Phoenix,

the fifth largest metro area in the

United States today.

Some claim that the birthplace

of modern day high stakes poker

is Tombstone, Arizona. Doc

would have to agree with former

Arizona Judge Harold Lee that

we should stake a claim and

establish a Poker Player’s Hall of

Fame in Tombstone. Beyond

that, we should look at other

ways to capitalize on the

growing popularity of poker, and

the tourism dollars and global

awareness such a presence

would bring to our State.

The Phoenix Open ends on

February 5th in 2012. With the

Fiesta Bowl, the Super Bowl and

the Barrett Jackson auction, it be

a natural for Phoenix to host the

“Phoenix Poker Open” the

weekend following the Phoenix

Open. Usually this weekend

lands on Phoenix’s birthday,

February 14.

Arizona legislators and public

leaders should see the benefit of

embracing our poker heritage.

Claim Tombstone as our poker

capital, and begin publicly

hosting an international

tournament starting in 2012.

Arizona could lead the country

in legitimizing poker as a unique

and specific type of revenue

stream that, when properly

legislated, can benefit everyone. 

Let us work together to elevate

poker parlors to a recognizable

and legitimate business. Poker

isn’t illegal. Nor is social

gambling. Poker isn’t even like all

other gambles because there is no

house edge.

Oh wait. Some people think

that anything to do with playing

poker “as a business” is illegal in

Arizona. And poker IS big

business. In fact, it’s global. 

So just why can’t poker parlors

be operated “as a business”, or in

layman’s terms, “for profit?”

Gambling laws are supposed to

prevent organized crime and

money laundering schemes. 

So we need some rules and

regulations established to prevent

this sort of criminal activity.

Nobody is suggesting that the

game, or that player vs. player

wagering is illegal. Yet City or

State-approved self-regulation or

government safety and guidance

are what we need for poker

parlors to become as widely

accepted as laundromats... 

and to make the Phoenix Poker

Open and Tombstone Poker

Showdown (sponsored by

TombStone Pizza, of course) 

a reality!

Doc would like pizza, no

doubt. What he would not like

one bit are the folks that would

shut down or attempt to indict or

prosecute a club like The Tilted

Jack, operating as a non-profit

entity, a safe gathering place for

friends, a political movement, in

a bona fide social relationship,

Arizona Poker Legacy (Continued)

The “Showdown in

Tombstone” could be

the culmination of an

annual poker series, or

a week-long event

staged in one or more

valley hotels and

convention centers —

or even tribal casinos!

The last nine players

would be chartered

down to Tombstone for

a final table being

played at a unique

poker mecca, a

special arena built just

for this event. A

televised weekly poker

show, The Showdown in

Tombstone, could air

during the off-season.

Continued on page 6

PHOENIX POKER
OPEN 2 0 1 2

WSOP Satellite Tournaments
at

Coming in March
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